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The Case of Mariam is neither religious nor

political, It is Legal
This case remains a legal issue

and not a religious or a political one

 

The Embassy of the Republic of the Sudan in Washington DC has noticed with regret some of the official statements and
media coverage on the case of the Sudanese citizen Mariam Ibrahim Yahia; as some of them have mistakenly accused the
government of Sudan of violating human rights by depriving Mariam of her civil rights as a Sudanese citizen.  In this regard,
the Embassy would like to confirm the following:

The official records of the Government of Sudan indicates that the real name of the lady mentioned in this case as Mariam
Ibrahim is actually ' Abrar Elhadi Muhammad Abdallah Abugadeen' and there is no official record shows that her name was
changed to Mariam Ibrahim Yahia. Abrar was born in um Shagrah in Algadarif state on Jan. Ist. 1986 to Muslim Sudanese
parents and the claim that the mother is an Orthodox Christian from Ethiopia is untrue.

There was no Government agency behind the case; rather her immediate family had reported their daughter as missing, later
and after she was found and claimed that she is Christian, the family filed a case of apostasy against her.

The ruling of the judge was made at the primary court after hearing all parties involved since February 2014, and it is subject
to be implemented in at least two years if confirmed by three levels of courts which are: Appeal Court, Supreme Court and
finally the Constitutional Court. The Judiciary System in Sudan is independent, and the Sudanese Judges are qualified and
dignified.

This case remains a legal issue and not a religious or a political one. It is unwise and dangerous to politicize the issue at hand
to spur religious tension between the two peaceful faiths with similar foundations. Notably, It is important to emphasize that
freedom of choice is the cornerstone of both Islam and Christianity.

While reaffirming the commitment of the Government of Sudan to all human rights and freedom of beliefs, the Embassy of
Sudan in Washington DC would like to thank all those who have raised their concern and sympathy on this issue.
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