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Pope laments ‘defeated Christians’ who do not fully
trust in God
By CAROL GLATZ on Friday, 10 January 2014

Pope celebrates Mass in the chapel of the Domus Sanctae Marthae at the Vatican
(Photo: CNS)

There are too many “defeated Christians” in the Church who do not
fully believe in the faith handed down to them by way of tradition and
who do not completely trust in God, Pope Francis has said.

If Christians do not believe and live the faith as a victorious mover of
mountains, then “there is only defeat, and the prince of the world
conquers the world”, the Pope said in a homily during morning Mass in
the Domus Sanctae Marthae.

The Pope focused his homily on a reading from the First Letter of John
(5:5-13), in which the apostle reminds Christians that there will be
eternal life for those who believe in the name of the Son of God.

“Who indeed is the victor over the world but the one who believes that
Jesus is the Son of God?” the apostle asks.

Whoever remains in God and in his love is victorious over the world,
the Pope said, according to a report by Vatican Radio.

“Our faith can do anything,” he said.

Christians should remind themselves that faith in God is powerful and
that faith is what “conquers the world,” because “many times we are
defeated Christians”, he said.

“The Church is full of defeated Christians who don’t believe in this, that
the faith is victorious,” he said.
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A strong, victorious faith requires professing the faith with all of one’s
heart and trusting completely in God, the Pope said.

“Faith is to profess God,” as is done with the daily recitation of the
Nicene Creed, he said.

“I believe in one God, I believe in Jesus, I believe … But do I believe in
what I’m saying,” the Pope asked or are people just reciting from
memory, repeating what’s being said “like parrots”, or saying it only
because it has to be recited?

“Or do I believe just some of it?” he continued.

“Profess the faith! All of it!” he said, and protect the faith in its entirety
as it has been passed down by way of tradition.

“We know how to ask things of God, how to thank God, but to worship
God, praise God, that’s something more,” he said.

“Only those who have this strong faith are capable of adoration,” of
worship, he said.

Comparing the intensity of people’s ardour in worshipping God to
taking someone’s temperature, the Pope said: “I dare say that the
thermometer of the life of the Church is a bit low here.”

There are few people who have the capacity to really worship
“because, in professing the faith, we aren’t convinced or we are only
partially convinced”, he said.

Just as professing the faith allows people to worship and praise God,
putting themselves completely in God’s hands brings people real hope,
Pope Francis said.

“There are many Christians with watered-down hope, not strong but
weak”, because “they don’t have the courage to entrust themselves to
the Lord.”

But by professing the faith, protecting it, entrusting oneself to God, “we
will be victorious Christians and this is the victory that won over the
world – our faith.”
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PaulF •  4 hours ago
I rejoice at every word of this. He's hitting the nail on the head.
Now let's get to the heart of it. The heart and essence of biblical faith is the knowledge
that God is the only One, and he manifests in only one Christ. The moment you start
backslapping other religions, at that moment you lose the essence and the power of faith,
because you are telling Christ that he is not the only one, that other gods can do a good
job of it too. Praise other religions, even if it is only out of the corner of your mouth, and
you are no longer able to stand up and declare that Jesus is the only Saviour of the
world.
Holy Father, our pastors have been robbing God's people of the power to walk in the
victory and power you speak of so convincingly, by denying the faith, which they do
every time they praise other religions. Give us a clear lead on this, give us clear corrective
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• Reply •

teaching, and you will see the power you so rightly advocate coming back into every
corner of the church.

  

• Reply •

NatOns •  9 hours ago
'"Profess the faith! All of it!” he said, and protect the faith in its entirety as it has been
passed down by way of tradition.'

I trust that the Holy Father will apply this fidelity by reaching out for truly oecumenical
restoration of communion with the SSPX; after all, this 'entirety' is what Archbishop
Lefebvre asked of the Church Fathers, and his fellow pastors, and what was denied to
him and the Lefebvrians - now so frequently derided and calumniated and even libelled in
casual public discourse (without check, balance or pause), and not merely dismissed as
liturgy-obsessed crackpots (sic).

Of course the application of what the Council Fathers taught was (and remains)
problematic - not least as the Holy Father himself applies it - yet it ought not to be so, as
the awesome Benedict XVI, his Emeritus, has clearly set out, and the Council Fathers
themselves taught (in their own vague way).

For neither Benedict, nor the Holy Father - let alone Blessed John Paul II or Servant of
God Paul VI - would seek to impose the destructive waywardness of the Western
Modernists upon the Eastern Rites, as if these wanderings from the Faith were dogma ..
indeed I have no doubt every effort would be made to respect, accommodate and
reaffirm the Orthodox understanding of the Faith (without imposing unacceptable
burdens); if so, then why not offer the same effort within his own orthodox Rite .. for the
life of me, I can see no reasonable complaint against such effort!

God Bless Our Pope!
  3  

NatOns  •  6 hours ago NatOns
To retraC neB (The Eastern Catholic rites have indeed by Vatican II-ised as was
the Latin Rite, and with the same effect.)

In the Roman communion, yes, they have to a greater or lesser degree been
'modernised' - yet in nothing, I suspect, so devastating as the wholesale
destruction, iconoclasm, and mayhem wrought upon the Latin Rite(s).

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v...

The oecumenical respect paid to New Rome and Third Rome would not permit
that such wanton vandalism should be advanced, as if dogma, in part of the
demands for sacramental reunion.
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• Reply •

demands for sacramental reunion.
  

• Reply •

Don Curlyhorne  •  6 hours ago NatOns
Sorry if I'm missing the point but I think you two are talking at crossed
purposes. I think neB was talking about Eastern Catholic Rites like
Maronite etc not Orthodox.

  

• Reply •

Neihan •  10 hours ago
Excellent homily, thank you for publishing it.

  3  1  

• Reply •

Don Curlyhorne •  11 hours ago
Lovely ! But there's something wrong with the equation. What's all that about handed
down by tradition?? That's what we are crying out for....please give it to us! And we don't
magic our faith out of thin air.....we need to be taught about it....and what are our priests
teaching us these days? HH wants us to worship with conviction???? So give us back
"the most beautiful thing this side of Heaven" where we can feel worship. Give us some
catechesis that makes sense .....then we might understand. We are defeated....yes...but
who's fault is that????

  8  

• Reply •

cjkeeffe •  12 hours ago
I think one of the problems is that when one stands up for christian teaching in say teh
work place and a bishop or otehr leader comes out and says something that undermines
it or sows confusions. We all have a private opinion but these opinions generally should
be kept to themselves by church leaders as they become what peopel think is the
teachings of the church. ie Francis who am I to judge re gays - umm the pope who is able
to judge actions in accordence with teachings.
I would just like a bit more of consistency...

  4  

• Reply •

guest •  12 hours ago
'"Profess the faith! All of it!" he said,and protect the faith in its entirety as it has been
passed down by way of tradition'

  2  

This comment was deleted.

• Reply •

Patrick Gray (now accountless)  •  9 hours ago retraC neB
Quite so. Heresy and blasphemy, all delivered glibly and with nary a care. They will
get their just deserts, of course, but its a scant consolation.

  1  

• Reply •

Depressed  •  9 hours ago Patrick Gray (now accountless)
"now accountless"???

  1  

• Reply •

anon  •  12 hours ago retraC neB
oh no! who let "St Faith's Own Martyr" in again?

  1  

• Reply •

Jackie Parkes •  13 hours ago
Are the Catholic Herald going to allow a constant diatribe against our Pope?
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• Reply •

Grace Clark •  13 hours ago
like parrots???????????

  

• Reply •

Jackie Parkes  •  13 hours ago Grace Clark
Some people pray like that...

  

• Reply •

Depressed  •  12 hours ago Jackie Parkes
"Neo-Pelagians" right?

  3  

• Reply •

Don Curlyhorne  •  7 hours ago Depressed
Things like praying the Rosary can be very good ways of praying.
And it's got nothing to do with parrots. Sometimes you can't even
find the words....but you can put it all in the Rosary...all your
intentions...a decade for the Church, a decade for your family, and
so on, whatever happens to be on your mind, someone else's
intentions who has asked for prayers. Everything you need for
yourself or anyone else is in those decades of the Rosary. It
depends....sometimes it is nice to talk to God in your own
words...sometimes the Rosary is all the words you need and "for
the intentions of......." intentions....something like whatever is in
your mind, whatever you need.

  3  

• Reply •

Atilla The Possum  •  4 hours ago Don Curlyhorne
The Holy Rosary includes mysteries from the life of Christ and His
Holy Mother to contemplate with the Pater, 10 Aves and Glorias...
Anyone who thinks that reciting the Holy Rosary is 'parroting'
should remember ...
At sports events (especially footy), supporters chant the same
things time and time and time again to spur on who is on the track
and field...
... when demonstrators take to the streets to protest, they don't
stop at saying once what they want and when do they want it ...
... rocking/swinging back and forth repeatedly in a cradle, rocking
chair and on a playground swing is soothing...
Has anyone, in all honesty, sang 'la' or a chorus of a song just the
once?
...And that you cannot say 'I Love You' often enough to someone
you love.
It is no different to The Holy Rosary... because it is like the above:
Express it ... like you mean it!

  1  

• Reply •

Depressed •  13 hours ago
"Profess the faith! All of it!" he said, and protect the faith in its entirety as it has been
passed down by way of tradition."

Really?! How about telling that to the German Bishops' Conference and perhaps Fr. Volpi
while you're at it...

  11  2  

guest  •  12 hours ago Depressed
"in regione umbrae mortis, lux orta est eis"
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• Reply •

"in regione umbrae mortis, lux orta est eis"

(Have you seen the Sophia Institute's Catholic Guide to Depression: How the
Saints, the Sacraments, and Psychiatry Can Help You Break its Grip and Find
Happiness Again)

  1  

• Reply •

Depressed  •  12 hours ago guest
I'm a "defeated Christian". I have abandoned all hope of finding happiness
for the duration of this pontificate. :-)

  3  

• Reply •

paulpriest  •  11 hours ago Depressed
all the poisons lurking in the mud need to hatch out...this is the time
when we have the choice to embrace the all-welcoming pragmatic,
relativist wordly 'church of group-hug nice' where it doesn't matter
what you believe just so long as you're not a miserable insular
pelagian gossip...

...or you take up your cross and follow Christ...

What are the first words of Our Lord's adult ministry?
His Mother saying 'Do as He tells you"

If only our hierarchy would listen!
  4  

• Reply •

Jackie Parkes  •  13 hours ago Depressed
I as an orthodox Catholic haven't heard one word out of our Pope's mouth
contrary to faith & morals.

  2  

• Reply •

paulpriest  •  12 hours ago Jackie Parkes
Because you prefer only to hear what you choose.

  4  2  

• Reply •

Jackie Parkes  •  12 hours ago paulpriest
You're in my new blog
oh wait - I changed my mind.

  

• Reply •

Depressed  •  12 hours ago Jackie Parkes
You've started a new blog entitled "Support Pope Francis" wherein
you collect the best (or worst) of people's comments against
him??? How does that support him?

  2  

• Reply •

Jackie Parkes  •  11 hours ago Depressed
Well it helps me #iusedtobedepressedtoo

  

• Reply •

paulpriest  •  11 hours ago Jackie Parkes
Well just click on my name and cut-and-paste as much as you
please - if it makes you happy...no-one else has any use for it.

  1  

Jackie Parkes  •  11 hours ago paulpriest
Oh Paulie!
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• Reply •

Oh Paulie!
  1  

• Reply •

paulpriest  •  12 hours ago Jackie Parkes
That's nice!

  3  

• Reply •

paulpriest •  13 hours ago
I'd give ready money for His Holiness to go on a silent retreat for a little while - I am sick
to the back teeth of a Pontiff sounding like the drunk at a wedding reception poking me in
the chest launching a tirade of all my faults and failings; real and imaginary.

  9  5  

• Reply •

andHarry  •  13 hours ago paulpriest
'I'd give ready money for His Holiness to go on a silent retreat for a little while - I
am sick to the back teeth of a Pontiff sounding like the drunk at a wedding
reception poking me in the chest launching a tirade of all my faults and failings;
real and imaginary.'

As an ex-Catholic who knows Catholics quite well, now more objectively perhaps,
I can say that they measure up in virtues and and vices with the secular world and
Protestants generally: they are as good;as bad. But as for indulging in any kind of
'proselytizing'; they don't. I didn't; I was, in a manner of behaviour, 'ashamed' of
Christ. Pope Francis knows the score .

  1  1  

• Reply •

RoJtM  •  7 hours ago andHarry
I tell you, whoever acknowledges me before men-the Son of Man will
acknowledge him before the angels of God. But the man who has
disowned me in the presence of men will be disowned in the presence of
the angels Of God (Luke 12:8-9).

  3  

• Reply •

Jackie Parkes  •  13 hours ago andHarry
I'm ashamed to say I proselytised - the best thing is good example.
#notthatimone

  

• Reply •

RoJtM  •  7 hours ago Jackie Parkes
Is not the very mission of the Church to proselytize. "Go therefore
and make disciples of all nations, etc."....Being a good example to
others is good, but there are many others of a non-catholic faith
and of no faith at all giving the very same example....how then do
we win souls for Christ if we have the opportunity of telling others
the truth out of genuine concern for their salvation but fail to do
so?...We should not be ashamed of telling the truth.

  1  

• Reply •

Depressed  •  6 hours ago RoJtM
Haven't you heard? "Proselytism is solemn nonsense".

  

RoJtM  •  6 hours ago Depressed
..My hope here is that the Holy Father is referring to something of a
more persuasive nature than would be generally taken for
proselytism in our culture...I believe that we should at least expect
some clear guidelines here.
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• Reply •

some clear guidelines here.
  

• Reply •

Don Curlyhorne  •  7 hours ago RoJtM
Agree in general....but not sure about the VERY same
example...that's if we were sticking to it I mean.

  1  

• Reply •

RoJtM  •  7 hours ago Don Curlyhorne
Sure...the example I'm referring to here is love of neighbour,
charitable works, altruistic atheism with the external appearance of
sanctity but not done for the glory of God but for the glory of man.

  1  

• Reply •

Jackie Parkes  •  13 hours ago paulpriest
I think this is disgraceful Paul - get a grip!

  2  

• Reply •

paulpriest  •  12 hours ago Jackie Parkes
Grip is got - which is more than can be said about certain commentators.

  2  3  
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