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Pavilion of the Holy SeePavilion of the Holy See
at the Venice Biennialat the Venice Biennial

The Holy See will participate with its own Pavilion at the 55th Edition of the
Biennial of Art in Venice, which runs from 1 June to 24 November 2013 on the
theme The Encyclopedic Palace.
The Pavilion was presented on 14 May at 11.30 in the Holy See's Press Office.
 Press Pack - click here to download the 38 pages of the Italian/English material
in pdf
In the Beginning
For this first participation of the Holy See with its own Pavilion at the Venice
Biennale, we have chosen a theme that is fundamental for culture and Church
tradition and a source of inspiration for many artists: the stories told in the Book
of Genesis. Specifically, the first eleven chapters, as they are dedicated to the
mystery of man’s origins, the introduction of evil into history, and our hope and
future projects after the devastation that is symbolically represented by the
Flood. Wide-ranging discussions on the multiplicity of the themes offered led to
three thematic areas being chosen with which the artists have engaged:
Creazione (Creation), De-Creazione (Uncreation), and the New Man or Ri-
Creazione (Recreation).

http://www.cultura.va/content/dam/cultura/documenti/comunicatistampa/CartellaStampaBiennale.pdf
http://www.news.va/en
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Studio Azzurro In Principio (e poi), 2013 Bozzetto progettuale, totale dell’opera
Videoinstallazione interattiva, cm 530 x 1110 x 1110 Courtesy © Studio Azzurro
The theme of Creation concentrates on the first part of the biblical narrative,
when the creative act is introduced through the Word and the breath of the Holy
Spirit, generating a temporal and spatial dimension, and all forms of life including
human beings.

Josef Koudelka, Trittico, 2010-2011 Stampa fotografica a getto d’inchiostro, 158
x 150 cm Courtesy © Magnum Photos-Contrasto
Uncreation invites us to focus on the choice of going against God’s original plan
through forms of ethical and material destruction, such as original sin and the
first murder (Cain and Abel), inviting us to reflect on the “inhumanity of man.”
The ensuing violence and disharmony trigger a new start for humanity, beginning
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with the punitive/purifying event of the Flood.

Nothing gold can stay, 2013 Oil, wax, canvas, wire, light bulbs, 310 x 245 x 20
cm Courtesy © Lawrence Carroll Studio
In the biblical story, the concept of the voyage, and the themes of seeking and
hope, represented by the figure of Noah and his family and then by Abraham
and his progeny, eventually lead to a New Humanity and a renewed creation,
where a profound internal change gives new meaning and vitality to existence.
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