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Pope talks to CLAR about a “gay lobby” and corruption in the
Vatican
 

Francis’ second concern was to do with “a Gnostic current.”  “Those Pantheisms... Both are elite currents, but this one is
of a more educated elite... I heard of a superior general that prompted the sisters of her congregation to not pray in
the morning, but to spiritually bathe in the cosmos, things like that... They concern me because they ignore the
incarnation! And the Son of God became our flesh, the Word was made flesh, and in Latin America we have flesh
abundantly [de tirar al techo]! What happens to the poor, their pains, this is our flesh...”
 
The Pope alluded to the holiness of a number of Curia members, to the existence of a “stream of corruption” and to the
existence of a "gay lobby" in the Vatican – a subject which had been discussed in cardinals’ congregations before the last
conclave and could have been included in the Commission of Cardinals’ famous report on the Vatileaks case. Francis also
confirmed that “the reform of the Roman Curia is something that almost all Cardinals asked for in the Congregations preceding
the Conclave. I also asked for it.”
 
“I cannot promote the reform myself, these matters of administration... I am very disorganized, I have never been good at this.
But the cardinals of the Commission (made up of 8 cardinals selected for the task, Ed.) will move it forward. Pray for me... that I
make mistakes the least possible...,” the Pope said, according to CLAR.Francis then spoke about the 5th General Conference
of the Latin American Episcopate, held in the Marian shrine of Aparecida, Brazil, in 2007 (the Pope is due to visit the shrine
when he goes to Brazil for the World Youth Day this summer): “What Aparecida had that was special was that it was not
celebrated in a hotel, nor in a retreat house... it was celebrated in a Marian shrine. During the week, we celebrated the
Eucharist and there were some 250 people, because it was a regular workday. But on the weekends, it was full....! The people
of God joined the Bishops, asking for the Holy Spirit…” The Pope then quoted the Prefect of the Congregation for Institutes of
Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life, Joao Braz de Aviz who was one of Brazil’s bishops at the time: “I saw the
Prefect, João who went out with his mitre, and people got close to him, and they brought the children near, and he greeted
them, and hugged them like this... This same bishop then voted (on the content of the final document produced during the
meeting, Ed.) He could not have voted the same way as if he had been in a hotel!”
 
“Enjoy this moment that we live in the Congregation for Consecrated Life... It is a moment of sunshine... Enjoy. The Prefect
[Cardinal Aviz] is good. And the Secretary [Abp. Rodríguez Carballo, OFM], that was "lobbied" by you! No, really, being the
president of USG [Union of Superiors General], the logical thing was that it would be him!” the Pope added, referring to

Franciscan leader Fr. Jose Rodriguez Carballo, who was recently appointed archbishop and as the dicastery’s number
two man.
 

Francis encouraged CLAR’s  religious to converse with bishops, with bishops’ conferences and with CELAM (the
Latin American Episcopal Conference). Finally, he expressed his concern about the fact that “there are religious
congregations, very, very small groups; a few people, [who tend to be] very old...” which “don’t have vocations, that I
know, [whether] the Holy Spirit doesn't want them to continue, maybe they've finished their mission in the church, I
don't know.... But there they are, clinging to their buildings, clinging to money.... I don't know why this happens, I don't
know how to read it. But I ask you to be worried about these groups... The handling of money... is something that
needs to be reflected on.”
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