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Settlement reached with diocese in '03 death of
Pitt football player
January 11, 2006 12:00 am
By Ann Rodgers and Torsten Ove / Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

The Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh has reached an undisclosed settlement with the family of a 19-year-
old University of Pittsburgh football player who died in 2003 after a fatal fall at a Homestead church,
where the priest had served alcohol to underage college students.

"A settlement has been reached to the mutual satisfaction of all parties. All of those involved have also
mutually agreed not to disclose the terms of the settlement," said the Rev. Ronald Lengwin, spokesman
for the diocese.

The settlement, reached during a conference yesterday, will be covered by insurance, he said.

The parents of Billy Gaines, Kimberly and William Gaines of Ijamsville, Md., filed a $75 million federal
suit in September 2003.

In the summer of 2003, the Rev. Henry Krawczyk -- in violation of diocesan policy -- invited Billy
Gaines to live in a former convent belonging to St. Maximillian Kolbe parish in Homestead, where he
was pastor. Mr. Gaines and several of his Pitt teammates moved into the convent after a fire damaged
their Oakland apartment.

On June 17 Father Krawczyk held a cookout, where he served alcohol to the underage Pitt football
players. Mr. Gaines had a blood-alcohol level of 0.166 -- well above 0.10, the state's drunken driving
threshold at the time -- when he entered the attic crawl space of the church and fell through the ceiling to
pews 25 feet below.

The priest was quickly placed on administrative leave, forbidden to celebrate the sacraments in public
until the matter was resolved. In February he pleaded guilty to furnishing alcohol to minors, involuntary
manslaughter and reckless endangerment. He was sentenced to seven years probation.

In March Bishop Donald Wuerl of Pittsburgh declared him "permanently impeded from the exercise of
orders," meaning he can never function as or present himself as a priest again, Father Lengwin said.

"Efforts at a settlement were initiated shortly after the incident and have continued ever since then,"
Father Lengwin said.

http://www.diopitt.org/
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Ann Rodgers can be reached at arodgers@post-gazette.com or 412-263-1416. Torsten Ove can be
reached at tove@post-gazette.com or 412-263-2620. 
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