
 

PHOTOS Prep football: Six is enough for Ave 

Maria school to join prep ranks on gridiron 

By ADAM FISHER  

Wednesday, October 7, 2009  

AVE MARIA — It’s Tuesday and a group of pals are pitching the pigskin in a field next to their 

school, casually killing time on a lazy afternoon under the setting sun. 

At least that’s the way it appears from a distance. 

Drive closer down the winding road that leads up to the Donahue Academy, Ave Maria’s only 

school, and it becomes clear that these boys have on helmets and pads. There aren’t very many 

players, but there are coaches directing them on the field, which has markers denoting sidelines 

and end zones. 

With fewer than two dozen high school boys, this group represents the newest football team in 

Collier County. Meet the Donahue Academy Shamrocks, a collection of 20 players that make up 

the only six-man squad in Southwest Florida. 

Lacking the funds, bodies and experience to play the traditional game, Donahue is playing six-

man football, a sport new to Florida after being played for decades in small towns out west. 

Though they have about half the players, the Shamrocks say they have just as much fun as an 11-

man team. 

“I came out here with a blindfold on, and it opened up a new experience to me,” said senior 

Edwing Rosales, who played football his freshman year at St. John Neumann. “It’s just straight 

out fun. The hitting is just as hard as 11-man, and I just love it.” 

The six-man game is a like a hybrid of flag football and the full-contact version. All six players 

are eligible to run or receive a pass, though quarterback runs are not allowed. Six-man football is 

played on a field that is 80 yards long and 40 yards wide, as opposed to the traditional 100-by-50 

yard fields, and it takes 15 rather than 10 yards to gain a first down. 

With every player, even the center who snaps the ball, running passing routes, the game is 

similar to the seven-on-seven camps other high school teams run in the summer. It’s like Friday 

night football without linemen. 



The game was created in the 1930s in Oklahoma during the Great Depression, when schools 

couldn’t afford 11-man teams. Six-man football is still played in a handful of states, including 

Texas, where 125 teams play the game this season. 

“I wanted to play football again, and I knew this was probably my last chance,” said senior Alex 

Klucik, who played as a freshman at a military base in Germany. “It’s been fun. It’s been a good 

time and a learning experience.” 

The Shamrocks have only been a team for about six weeks. It all started when Dennis Longley 

approached Donahue head master Dan Guernsey about starting a Pop Warner team with the 

school’s younger students. 

One thing led to another, and in late August the school held its first practice. Donahue, a 

kindergarten through 12th grade school with just 27 high school boys, now has 20 varsity 

players. The Shamrocks also have 20 players on the junior varsity team, which consists solely of 

middle school players. 

When the Shamrocks’ season started, Longley, who is the team’s head coach, didn’t know what 

to expect. Only three of his players had every played any kind of football before, and the team 

didn’t even get pads until three days before their first game. 

Longley surrounded himself with knowledge coaches — offensive coordinator Don Stuller, 

defensive coordinator Jim Carletta and assistants Matt DiCarlo, Scott Schneider and Mark 

Wallace. Soon, Donahue was starting to look like a real football team. 

Brimming with enthusiasm, the Shamrocks took the field for their first game Sept. 25. Playing on 

their home field, Ave Maria’s North Park, the Donahue players surprised even themselves with a 

46-6 victory over Islamorada-Island Christian. 

“A lot of people were nervous, but we really pulled it off,” Klucik said. “Because of the hard 

work at practice, we knew what we were doing. We really wanted it.” 

As new as the Shamrocks are, six-man football isn’t much older in Florida. The Fellowship of 

Christian Sports and Activities started a league in 2006 consisting of small private schools like 

Donahue. There are 18 teams in the league this season. 

The Shamrocks will play five games this year. They’re 1-1 so far and have a game at 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Donahue’s first home game under the lights. 

“It’s an adventure for them,” Longley said. “We’re out here in the middle of nowhere with 

nothing to do, and there’s not a whole lot of activities for these guys to do. This gives them 

another avenue that they never even dreamed of.” 
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