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Is Gay Marriage Best For Kids?
   Mwizenge S. Tembo

When the U.S. Supreme Court struck down the Defense of Marriage Act, there was utter jubilation among many in the 
crowds in front of the court, in California, and among Progressives. President Obama even called from Air Force One flying 
somewhere over Africa from the exact location only Edward Snowden, the fugitive former U.S. intelligence contractor, would 
probably know.

Those who supported DOMA and favor traditional marriage were speechless with subdued disappointment. Some of the 
many same-sex partners immediately got married so that they could begin to enjoy the benefits of public legitimacy, their 
children could now feel they belong, taxes will be lower and the partners can visit each other in the hospital. These are the 
long awaited benefits of the traditional marriage. The reality of finally legalizing same-sex marriages means that all kinds of 
combinations and permutations will now be either legal or acceptable or both in marriages; some conservatives expressed 
these fears.

The striking down of DOMA and legalizing same-sex marriages has left me uneasy. Something has always told me that 
legalizing same-sex marriages would not be the same as the night President Obama won the Presidency as the first 
American black President, the passing of the Civil Rights Act, the Emancipation Proclamation to end slavery, or a country's 
independence celebration. There is something about the intimacy between a man and a woman in the traditional marriage 
that has deeper fundamental intuitive significance that defies measurement by an opinion poll. It sounds like a cliche, but it is 
the deeper intuitive biology of the man and the woman and their collective persona together in the best and worst of times in 
human history going back to before biblical times, that has kept human beings literally both reproducing and recreating 
strong social communities with that soulful ambience that I saw in my parents when I was growing up.

Men and women separately worked together all day and at dusk they got together back at their common dwelling, whatever 
it was at that time, to share a meal, talk, the children noisily played, then the man and the woman shared a bed or a room 
together sometimes having sex. But often they slept, they talked all night about the children, the family, where was the best 
food, the harvest, how it was that someone close had died. They even had intimate philosophical talk about life and what it 
all means. Sometimes the children heard laughter from their parents; signs to the children that all was happy and they would 
wake up tomorrow; with both the girl and boy feeling good and blessed that both mother and father would be there. There 
were some difficult times too but many couples and their extended family worked amicably through the problems often for 
the sake of the children. Is all of this gone now?

I have never been seriously bothered with the decisions and choices that individual adult men and women today mistakenly 
make that are totally focused on "me." "Am I happy? Is this relationship making me totally happy?" But my deepest concern. 
probably owing to my traditional Zambian/African and Christian upbringing, is what about the children?

No child ever asks to be born in some of the very difficult circumstances in which adults choose to put them. Adults, 
especially today, just assume the child will be fine or adjust. Sometimes the assumption is that if you buy some toys, video 
games, give them some food, a roof, and send them to school, they will be all right.

This is not the case, often because parents create emotional problems and anguish that haunt children for life. We already 
have problems of divorce, single mother and fatherhood, bitter custody battles, and small children who must shuttle between 
homes. Bullying is rampant, juvenile courts and prisons are full. There is pain and anxiety in children. Will same sex 
marriages and other yet unintended consequences create yet worse problems for our children?

Mwizenge S. Tembo, a professor of sociology at Bridgewater College, is the author of "Satisfying Zambian Hunger for 
Culture."
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