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The war between the Liberation Theology movement and
Rome is over
After decades of fierce conflicts and opposition, the friendship between the two theologians – the Prefect of the Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith and the man who was once investigated by the Congregation – has helped create a clear

distinction between the ephemeral ideological frameworks of the past  and the genuine evangelical spirit that inspired so
many of the paths taken by Latin American Catholicism after the Second Vatican Council. In Müller’s eyes, 85 year old
Gutiérrez - who is due to visit Italy, including Rome, this coming September - did not wear out his theological reflections in
conferences or university meetings but found inspiration in the liturgies priests celebrated for the poor, in Lima’s run down
suburbs. Essentially he was inspired by the basic experience which derived from the idea that “being Christian means following
Jesus,” as Gutiérrez himself said in simple and biblical terms. It is the Lord himself who tells us we should “commit to working
directly with the poor. The truth brings us closer to the poor,” Müller said, quoting his Peruvian friend.
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