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“Careerism and vanity: Sins of the Church”
What does a cardinal’s role really involve then? 
 “Cardinals are not NGO representatives, but servants of the Lord, inspired by the Holy Spirit, which is the One who is
really able to differentiate charismas, unifying them in the Church. A cardinal must be able to difference between
charismas and at the same time look towards unity. Aware that the creator of difference and unity is the Holy Spirit
itself. Cardinals who do not enter this frame of mind, in my view, are not cardinals in the way Benedict XVI would like
them to be.”
 
This Consistory was held at a difficult and tense time in light of the Vatican document leak. How do the Pope’s words
help us to view this reality? 
 “Benedict XVI’s words help us to live this reality form the point of view of conversion. I liked the fact that the last
Consistory was held on the threshold of Lent. It is an invitation to look at the Church, holy and sinful as it is, to look at
certain shortcomings and sins, without losing sight of the holiness of so many men and women who work in the
Church today. I must not be scandalised by the fact that the Church is my mother: I must look at its sings and
shortcomings as I would look at my mother’s sins and shortcomings. And when I think of her, I remember the good
and beautiful things she has achieved, more than her weaknesses and defects. A mother defends herself with a heart
filled with love before doing so with words. I wonder whether there is any love for the Church in the hearts of those
who pay so much attention to the scandals.
 
Can you tell us show the Roman Curia is perceived from the outside? 
 “I see it as a body that gives service, a body that helps me and serves me. Sometimes negative news does come
out, but it is often exaggerated and manipulated to spread scandal. Journalists sometimes risk becoming ill from
coprophilia and thus fomenting coprophagia: which is a sin that taints all men and women, that is, the tendency to
focus on the negative rather than the positive aspects. The Roman Curia has its down sides, but I think that too much
emphasis is placed on its negative aspects and not enough on the holiness of the numerous consecrated and lay
people who work in it.”
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