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Bevilacqua ordered to appear in court in
priest abuse case

August 06, 2011|By David O'Reilly, Inquirer Staff Writer

Msgr. William J. Lynn is charged with child endangerment.
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Cardinal Anthony J. Bevilacqua has been ordered to appear at a Sept. 12 hearing so a judge can
determine if he is competent to testify in the conspiracy and child-endangerment trial of Msgr.
William J. Lynn.

Common Pleas Court Judge M. Teresa Sarmina on Friday also set March 26 as the start of the
landmark trial, which prosecutors said could last four months.

Lawyers for the 88-year-old former archbishop have said he suffers from prostate cancer and
dementia and is not fit to give testimony.

Sarmina told them at Friday's hearing that she would decide Bevilacqua's fitness only after
seeing him in person. She instructed them to "take the necessary medical steps" to bring the
cardinal into court, and to provide his medical records from the last two years.
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