QUOTE July 21, 2011 (click to read full article): “...Marton Varo, who created the roughly $3 million
Annunciation sculpture at Ave Maria University, is suing his partners, demanding an accounting of what was
paid and what he's owed for that sculpture and other works.”— Artist of Ave Maria oratory $3 million
sculpture sues business partners (Naples Daily News)

QUOTE Dec. 17, 2010 (click to read full article): “It was the brainchild of Michael Windfeldt, executive
director of the Ave Maria Foundation for the Arts, and renowned Italian artist Marton Varo. It is the first
project to be undertaken by the foundation and completely funded by private donations.”— Our World:
‘History in the Making’ (Naples Daily News)
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Marton Varo Completes Phase One of Annunciation Sculpture
Head of Virgin Mary Displayed; Ave Maria Foundation for the Arts Introduced

he first sculpred block
the

Annunciation bas relief sculp-

of marble for
ture at Ave Maria University
was presented to the communi-
ty by sculpror Martén Varé on
April 17 at 11:30 a.m. A group
of more than 50 gathered w
celebrate the completion of
the first phase of work on the
sculprure.

The marble block, which stands
nearly eight feet tall and weighs
approximately 12 tons, depicts
the head, face and shoulders of
the Blessed Virgin Mary at the
point when the angel Gabriel
announced that, with her con-

sent, she would be the mother
of Jesus Christ.

Fr. Robert Garrity, AMU

Campus Minister, began the
event with a prayer. President

Nick Healy expressed the awe
anyone would feel at seeing the
“concept of beauty breaking
free” day by day on AMU’s cam-
pus. He also announced plans
for the block to be moved to
the plaza in front of Ave Maria
Oratory and enclosed in a clear
case for viewing and for protec-
tion from the weather, especial-
ly hurricanes. Sculpror Marton
Viré will be in ltaly over the
summer to work on other piec-
es of the same sculprure.

Chancellor Thomas Monaghan
also spoke at the event, boast-
ing of the sculpture, “No knock
on Notre Dame, bur this'll
make the golden dome a dis-
tant second.”

Viré spoke only briefly, noting,
“I would rather say with my
work what [ have to say.”

He invited the general public
to come and watch him at work

on AMU’s campus.

Michael Windfeldt, owner of
Soleil Fine Arts of Naples, in-
vited attendees to a special re-
ception held later that evening
at Galerie du Soleil in Naples,
where the newly-formed Ave
Maria Foundation for the Arts
(AMFA) would be introduced.
Windfeldt, also executive di-
rector of AMEA, discussed the
foundation, its mission and its

goals.

“Annunciation Bronzes” were
also unveiled. Those interested
in becoming involved with the
foundation or wanting more
information on the bronzes can
call Soleil Fine Arts at (239)
417-3450 or (866) 417-3450.
T




