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US leaders react to bin Laden's death 

 

The Associated Press  

"Earlier this evening, President Obama called to inform me that American forces killed Osama 

bin Laden, the leader of the al-Qaida network that attacked America on September 11, 2001. I 

congratulated him and the men and women of our military and intelligence communities who 

devoted their lives to this mission. They have our everlasting gratitude. This momentous 

achievement marks a victory for America, for people who seek peace around the world, and for 

all those who lost loved ones on September 11, 2001. The fight against terror goes on, but 

tonight America has sent an unmistakable message: No matter how long it takes, justice will be 

done. " - former President George W. Bush 

--- 

"I congratulate the president, the national security team and the members of our armed forces on 

bringing Osama bin Laden to justice after more than a decade of murderous al-Qaida attacks." - 

former President Bill Clinton 

--- 

"This is great news for the security of the American people and a victory in our continued fight 

against al-Qaida and radical extremism around the world. We continue to face a complex and 

evolving terrorist threat, and it is important that we remain vigilant in our efforts to confront and 

defeat the terrorist enemy and protect the American people. I want to congratulate - and thank - 

the hard-working men and women of our Armed Forces and intelligence community for their 

tireless efforts and perseverance that led to this success. I also want to commend President 

Obama and his team, as well as President Bush, for all of their efforts to bring Osama bin Laden 

to justice." - House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio. 

--- 

"The death of Osama bin Laden marks the most significant development in our fight 

against al-Qaida. I salute President Obama, his national security team, Director Panetta, 

our men and women in the intelligence community and military, and other nations who 

supported this effort for their leadership in achieving this major accomplishment. It is a 

testament to the professionalism of our dedicated national security professionals that no 

American lives were lost in this operation. 
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"As we approach the 10th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks, I hope that today's action 

provides some comfort to the 9/11 families who lost loved ones in the devastating attacks on 

our shores. 

"Though the death of Osama bin Laden is historic, it does not diminish our relentless 

pursuit of terrorists who threaten our country." - House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi 

of California 

--- 

"Osama bin Laden is dead, killed in a targeted U.S. operation authorized by President Obama. 

"This is the most significant victory in our fight against al-Qaida and terrorism, but that fight is 

not over. We will continue to support our troops and the American civilians who are fighting 

every day to protect our homeland. 

"Nine-and-a-half years ago, Osama bin Laden masterminded the horrific attacks against the 

United States that killed nearly 3,000 people. As we remember those who were killed on that 

dark day in September and their families, we also reaffirm our resolve to defeat the terrorist 

forces that killed them and thousands of others across the globe. Because of courageous 

Americans in our military and intelligence community, their leader is now gone." - Senate 

Majority Leader Sen. Harry Reid, D-Nev. 
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