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“Home of the Mother” Apostolic Movement Complements Marian Spirit of AMU 

January 3, 2009 

  

“Home of the Mother” Apostolic Movement Complements Marian Spirit of AMU 
  
By Clare Guerrero 

The Home of the Mother, one of Ave Maria University's very active resident religious 
orders and catalyst for many vocations at AMU, provides spiritual direction, retreats, talks 
and holy hours as well as vocational discernment for men and women.  

These religious can be recognized by their joyful faces as well as by the all-white habits 
of the Servant Sisters and the long black cassocks of the Servant Priests and Brothers 
(the ones without the Jesuit sash). Sharp in contrast to their surroundings, a group of 
nuns in bright-white may be spotted from across campus, making their daily trek from the 
dorms to the Oratory for the 5:15 p.m. Mass. A Servant Priest might be seen walking the 
campus grounds, rosary in hand, head bowed to listen-deep in spiritual counsel with a 
student, parent or other member of the Ave Maria community.   

The Home of the Mother is a new apostolic movement of missionary religious priests, 
brothers, sisters and lay members.  Their spirituality is essentially Eucharistic, Marian 
and Carmelite, characterized also by a special orientation towards the youth and a 
selfless love for the Church.  

This new movement fosters a contemplative spirit and draws practices and inspiration 
from St. John of the Cross, St. Teresa of Avila, St. Peter of Alcantara and St. Ignatius of 
Loyola.   

"The Home of the Mother is just what it says: a home, a family; and our Mother is Mary," 
said Fr. Colum Power, a Servant Priest who came to Ave Maria in 2004, shortly after his 
ordination, "This family is made up of different members, both consecrated and lay." 

In 1982, the founding members of the Home of the Mother made their first commitments 
at the Tomb of St. Peter, in Rome, as a sign of their fidelity to the Church.  

Founded through the apostolate of Fr. Rafael Alonso Reymundo from the Diocese of 
Toledo, Spain, the Home of the Mother has gained recognition through the work of their 
growing lay and religious communities, both at home in Spain and abroad.  Inspired by 
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  the persistent challenge of John Paul II to evangelize through the communications 
media, ‘the Home' also works in television (with programs in English and in 
Spanish transmitted by EWTN) and radio, and produce the Home of the Mother 
magazines for children and for adults, in Spanish, English and Italian. 

Since the Church's approval of their communities in 1994, the Home grew in its 
apostolate and in its different branches.  The youth movement began in 1982, the 
Servant Sisters in 1984 and the Servant Brothers and Priests in 1990.  A branch for adult 
lay persons was founded in 1995. Communities are established in Spain, Italy, Ecuador 
and the United States. 

The Home of the Mother first came to Ave Maria University in the Fall of 2004.  A lay 
community member and mutual friend of the Home and of the university, Mike Gardner, 
saw the need for the presence of a religious order with a mission consistent with that of 
Ave Maria University and contacted the university to suggest that communities of the 
Home be received there. 

Complementing AMU's Marian spirit, the Home's mission is threefold: The Defense of the 
Eucharist, the defense of the Blessed Virgin especially in the privilege of her virginity, 
and the conquest of the youth for Christ.  

"Our only agenda is to preach the Gospel," said Fr. Colum Power: "it is the Gospel of 
Christ's truth and love that moves hearts and minds and brings people to Christ.  A 
Spanish missionary once said that if you ask young people to give a little, they'll give 
nothing; if you ask them to give a lot, they'll give a little; if you ask them to give all, they'll 
give more than you ever imagined possible!  Nobody knows this better than Our Lord; He 
asks for all, because He believes in us and because He wishes to give all.  

"Generosity is a characteristic of youth, and young people, often without realizing it, 
hunger for the call to greatness, which is the call to holiness; the youth of Ave Maria 
University respond with inspiring generosity to the Lord's message."    

This generosity has led to many vocations to the priesthood and to several religious 
orders, as well as many vocations to Matrimony and the formation of Christian families. 

"Sometimes I feel that I am among the most privileged people on campus," said Power; 
"Because I'm a priest, I get to find out about all of the good things, all the amazing interior 
changes that are going on in the hearts of the young people here. I get to hear all the 
amazing conversions.  People are coming into the faith year after year, semester after 
semester-passionately, generously and sincerely. There are long lines for Confession 
every day, along with very numerous attendances at daily Mass and retreats. All that, for 
a priest, is immensely, joyfully gratifying."  



 

Fr. Henry (left) and Fr. Colum (right) at "Fireside with Fathers", a special by-student-demand gathering to get 

to know the priests on campus, coupled with a spiritual talk.    

 "I totally believe that Ave Maria University is a work of God," continued Power, "and I 
feel overwhelmingly privileged to have begun my priesthood at this university.  It is Our 
Lady's university, her ‘conveyor belt' of miraculous conversions." 

Two years into his work at Ave Maria University, Father Colum Power, originally from 

County Cork in Ireland, fell ill with a particularly deadly form of Leukemia which almost 
claimed his life. After more than a year of chemotherapy and radiation, and a bone 
marrow transplant, Fr. Colum was declared "completely cured" of Leukemia this past 
November. He is deeply grateful to the university community for all the prayers and 
loving support he received.   

 



Sr. Maria Elena is Superior of the 
community of Servant Sisters on 
campus, which includes also Sr. 
Grace Silao, Sr. Kathryn Shea and 
Sr. Mary Donovan; these last two 
were students of Ave Maria 
University. Having completed their 
noviciate and made their first 
profession of vows, they are both now 

religious sisters.  

  

The Sisters are in charge of the Women's Discernment Program of Ave Maria University, 
and many young women have discovered their vocations to various institutions 
throughout the past four years under their direction and example.   

The Home provides retreats for residents of and visitors to the town of Ave Maria 
throughout the school year. The retreats, for both men and women, held separately and 
in silence, and for children, adults and families are very well attended.    

Besides running the women's vocational discernment program and organizing retreats, 
the Servant Sisters teach Spanish at Ave Maria Grammar and Preparatory School and 
provide spiritual direction for women. 

The Servant Priests on campus, Fr. Henry Kowalczyk and Fr. Colum Power, hear 
confessions in the Oratory four days a week, say weekday Masses, provide spiritual 
direction for men, offer "Holy Hours of Adoration," which include Eucharistic Exposition 
and meditations. The priests also minister to the younger students at the Grammar and 
Prep School.  

"We're very grateful to the university and very glad to be able to serve here," Fr. Power 
said, "The professors are a credit to the Church and to the Faith, and the students, too. 
In the midst of our defects and limitations (It's not a utopia!), Ave Maria has been from 
the beginning and remains a magnificent opportunity for conversion and sanctification for 
young people.  I am convinced that this university has the mission and destiny to be an 
important source of renewal in the Church and in society at large."  

For more information about the Home of the Mother visit: www.homeofthemother.org. † 
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Mother Anna, Mother Superior of the Servant Sisters, with 

the community of Sisters at Ave Maria. Back row, left to right: 

Sr. Kathryn Shea, graduate of AMU, Mother Anna and Sr. 

Mary Donovan, AMU student. Front row, left to right: Sr. 

Maria Elena, Superior of the AMU Servant Sisters 

community, and Sr. Grace Silao.   
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